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Over the years, Prof. Gabbaï has had a sustained interest in the synthesis and study of main-group 
compounds, featuring Lewis-acidic and electroactive carbenium functionalities. These efforts have led to 
the isolation of naphthalene-based dications, α-borylated carbenium ions, and phosphonium-carbenium 
dications. In a recent extension of this chemistry, he has become interested in the possibility of using 
carbenium ions as Z-type ligands, a possibility supported by our recently published work on the 
synthesis and catalytic properties of derivatives with weak Au->C+ interactions.
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